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Soon after this Pherozeshah left for Europe, and did not return
till the beginning of the following year. The opportunity was too
good to be missed, and Mr. Sharp, Director of Public Instruction,
who was the official mouth-piece of the Government, brought up
again before the Senate all the proposals originally formulated by
Government, excepting the abolition of the Matriculation, and in
October 1910, they were adopted "with such modifications as were
needed to make the transition to a new period smooth and con-
tinuous." A committee was appointed to frame detailed regulations
for the Arts courses. The -unfortunate P.E. was left alone for the
time being. It did no survive long, however, and on 25 January
1913, it too received its death-warrant.
The next stage in the proceedings was when the committee ap-
pointed to revise the Arts courses submitted its report to the Senate,
which considered it on 17 July 1911. A considerable amount of heat
was engendered on this occasion by the reactionary proposal to drop
the study of English history from the list of compulsory subjects in
the B.A. examination. It was moved by Mr. Natarajan, the talented
editor of the Indian Social Reformer, and all the forces of Govern-
ment were arrayed in support of it. A whip had been issued, and a
machine-made majority had gathered obedient to the call to carry
out the behests of a reactionary Governor. Considering the many
foolish and mischievous remedies which British administrators in
their wisdom have prescribed for the growing ills of India's political
life, the opponents of the proposal before th Senate might be for-
given for suspecting that it was conceived not in the interests of
education, but from motives of expediency. The bureaucratic imagi-
nation had taken fright at the idea of raw youths being fed on the
noble story of the struggle for freedom which enriches the pages of
English history. Away, therefore, with such pernicious literature, in
the blessed name of specialization!
Pherozeshah was vehemently opposed to the change. The manner
in which it was sought to be introduced was calculated to prevent
the Senate from approaching the consideration of the question on its
merits. Gokhale had alluded to the 'whip/ and the Director of
Public Instruction had replied by asking whether Pherozeshah had
never issued one. The latter indignantly repudiated the suggestion: